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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the 


barriers that divide man from man. 
の To give personal service. 
3. To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes it title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 
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Inner City ... Into action. . . 


International . : - inter-racial . - | 
ew challenge today if it is to survive, let alone stag waj 
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2 Some, like the Sikhs for instance, share with us the Old Testament and have a 
d working ‘Church’ structure. 
> RO we already know and understand through the work of Peter East and 


eshi Centre in Notting Hill. 

5 Sd perhaps the most important — money! TVS, Barclays Bank, the 
Department of the Environment, are all offering respectable sums of money for 
productive work and projects in inner city and inter-racial areas. || 

5. The scope is enormous — housing associations to rehabilitate and occupy 
derelict property; small scale industries and workshops; waste saver projects; 
volunteers (jointly from inside and outside the area, white or coloured working 
together) for community and self help projects; adult education,crafts, language skills; 
the list is endless. 

All this presupposes goodwill and the existence of a few really key personnel. 
I could suggest several of our existing staff who would be ideal: we should need both 
to detach and support them for 12 months at least after a proper appraisal of the 
needs, opportunities and possible support, followed by publicity to gear the 
membership and get with it. 

I especially said ‘the membership’ and not ‘the Movement’ because, let's face it 
we aren’t a Movement and certainly are not going anywhere except further and further 
down into oblivion . . . But a challenge like this which we can all join in — Branches, 
projects, volunteers, Builders and friends alike — would certainly make us move and 
with direction too! 

Some Branches, I know, are already in this work — in Devonshire, for instance, 
they have been at it for 20 years or more with tea and social meetings for the wives of 
foreign students and staff living in their area. And we know that there are many more, 
all over the country. So why not make a national issue of it? Let us have your views, 
ideas and Suggestions so that the scope, variety and scale of opportunities can be seen. 
And do it now! 


Frank Field 
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The Wider Family 


Australia 


It’s always a great pleasure to read the 
tegular, news packed air letters we reccive 
from Leila Altschwager, Australia's 
Honorary Secretary. Her recent letters 
have been full of the National Workshop 
they held earlier this year in Hobart, 
Tasmania. Despite the vast distances and 
high air fares, some 40 members from 
mainland Australia attended. These 
included three young people sponsored 
by Queensland Area whose contributions 
to the discussions were highly valued. 
They had a number of practical sessions, 
including one on projects in other 
countries which sparked great interest in 
some of the Indian projects, especially 
the Cochin school venture, These sessions 
all produced useful material for members 
to take back to their Branches. Leila 
seemed particularly impressed by the 
workshop on publicity and press releases 
which set specific tasks for the various minibus to take patients to hospital in 
groups and provoked great enthusiasm. Brisbane for outpatient treatment. They 
Another highlight was the ‘mini handi’ are also completing preparation 一 
disco. Tony Reade, Australia’s energetic detailed maps, lists etc — for their planned 
National Chairman, had written round to ‘visiting service to the “shut-in” °. The 
Tasmanian lapsed members and many of Branch enclosed a cheque for £50 for the 
these were able to share at least some of Talbot House, Poperinge Endowment 
the sessions. Sid Dobson, Tasmania’s Fund. This followed their 
new Commissioner, is keen to see a 
Hobart revival and there are already plans 
for involving young people in community 
service. Leila tells us that ‘the fellowship 
at the Workshop was really tremendous’. 


Southern 


Germany 


We have just had a long letter from Bribie 
Island Branch, in Queensland. The Branch 
now has some 30 members and are 
currently committed to providing a 


How many of the Branches who are 
always urging the need to preserve and 
Strengthen The Old House are prepared 
to follow Bribie's example? 


Alec Bullivant writes to tell us that Toc H 
is thinking seriously about field staff, 
now that Thandi Chaane, their last staff 
person, has moved on to other forms of 
service. They have made every effort to 
raise sufficient money to pay reasonable 
salaries and they are now looking for a 
really suitable person they can depend on 
giving them a reasonable period of time. 


These pictures were taken at one of 
Toc H ぐ Africa’s national project 
functions for their Year of the Aged. 
They were not too aged to join in the fun 
of Scottish Country Dancing! 


earlier 
donation of £50 for the same purpose. 


Bob and Elsie Peyton-Bruhl with their 
staff in the Toc H shop at Wolfenbuttel. 
The staff are wives from local Army 
units. 


America 


Can we ail, in this worrying time (this is 
being written in late April) remember 
particularly in our prayers all the 
members of our two Toc H Branches in 
Argentina? 


India 


Please note that this year's World Chain 
of Light will start from Cochin in S India. 
More of this in later issues! 


TalbotHouse 
Poperinge 


Charles and Ivy Swan are eager to 
welcome you to the Old House. Why 
not book for a late autumn or winter 
break? Ferry fares are low then and 
Talbot House not so busy. The house 
is centrally heated. There are facilities 
for self catering and Poperinge 
restaurants offer very good value. 


Accommodation charges: 

300 Belgian francs per night, up to 
two nights 

250 Belgian francs per night for stays 
of three nights and over. The exchange 
rate in Poperinge is 80 BF to the £. 


Bookings direct to Talbot House, 
Gasthuistraat 43, 8970 Poperinge, 
Belgium. Tel: STD 010 32 57 333228. 
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A Welshman with contacts 
in Germany 


Wyn Roberts is a man with international 
contacts! 1982 is the Year of the Scout 
and he arranged for two former scouts, 
George Thomas MP, Speaker of the 
House of Commons, and Sir Harold 
Wilson, to send greetings to a scout group 
in Reutlingen, Germany. 

Wyn’s contact with the German 
scouts was made some years ago when the 
‘pfadfinders’ from Reutlingen, pitched 
their tents at Llangollen. He joined Toc H 
in 1937, and serves on the Central 
Executive Committee, besides being a 
member of Wrexham Joint Branch and 
Vice-President of Chester District Scout 
Council. 

Wyn, who is no stranger to 
Reutlingen — twin town of Ellesmere 
Port where he worked for many years 
as a journalist — has met the German 
youngsters on their own ground, and isa 
regular contributor to their magazine 
‘Die Knoten’. 


In case of emergency 
pull the switch 


Two possible tragedies have been avoided, 
thanks to an emergency flashing light 


scheme in the Carshalton area (see 
February 1981 issue). 
Toc H member Dick Crump 


reports that the first involved a woman 
who suffered a slight heart attack but was 
able to start her emergency light flashing. 
She was found shortly afterwards in a 
state of collapse but the doctor was able 
to revive her. He was impressed by the 
flashing light scheme and he now has a 
notice about the scheme in his surgery. 

In the second case, a woman, 
crippled with severe arthritis, suffered a 
heavy fall and broke some bones in her 
back. She was able to switch on her 
emergency light, was taken to hospital 
and after some weeks, is now back home. 

Carshalton now has around 50 
emergency lights installed and these two 
cases certainly prove their value. 


Congratulations, Mary — 
100 not out! 


Claiming a record is always risky but we 
fee] we're on firm ground in boasting of 
our oldest builder, Mrs Mary Gay, who 
recently celebrated her 100th birthday. 

Mary knows Toc H through her 
husband Frank, who joined Toc H in 
1920 and at one time lived in Mark 9, 
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A Late Christmas 
at Gravesend 


Jack Packham writes: 
It was strange to see spring flowers and 
Christmas crackers on the tea table at the 
same time, Gravesend Men's fifth annual 
‘mini. handi’ had been planned for 
January but Arctic weather conditions 
meant its postponement to March. 

As well as a sumptuous tea there 
was a free raffle for the 42 guests, a 
‘disco’, an organist, a guitarist and a male 
singing group! There was also a quiz and 
party games and guests received two 
presents at the end. 

Transport was provided by the 
Red Cross and friends of the Branch, 
including staff member Revd ‘Polly’ 
Perkins. Guests were looked after by Red 
Cross Cadets, trainees from the National 
Sea Training College, Gravesend, Toc H 
members and their families and friends 
who also gave yeoman service in the 
kitchen. The evening was made possible 
by the generosity of many local firms and 
individuals. 
P Once again a small Branch proved 
it can still do a good job with the help of 
many local people who will always come 


forward to assist with a worthwhile effort 
such as this. 


Toc H catches on 
in Kirkheaton 


Another Toc H Actio 
beginning to stir thing 
Kirkheaton, just nort 

TAG member 


n Group (TAG) is 
s up — this time in 
h of Huddersfield. 


village’. 
The group helps others too. Says 


David: ‘We're helping another B 
Bailiff Bridge 一 with a jumble 
also worked hard at a local 
winter fayre, raising funds 


c 
sale, Ww. 
old folks. 
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annual treat, and we hope to he thei 
local Scouts and Guides with K- 
summer gala . eir 


The group is also consa. 
regular film shows for young peon 
an exhibition of old photographs aA and 
community life in years gone By Wing 

They are working harg 


to 
themselves known, too, with poster € 


Ts 


talks to local secondary school 
Kirkheaton TAG, says David, Fle 
show people that in doing good, they A 


also find the fun, enjoyment and self 
fulfilment that TAG members have come 
to appreciate. 

Keep in touch, Kirkheaton, We 
expect great things of you! 


And briefly ... 


. . Those present at Rushden 
Branches’ second annual get together 
included the children of some of the 
younger members . Among their 
activities in a very successful year, 
Bargoed women raised money for the 
elderly and handicapped which included 


giving 100 tins of biscuits to the 
housebound and £150 for mutiple 
sclerosis . . . St Albans Branch coffee 


morning raised £55 towards a cancer 
scanning unit . . . Bournemouth and 
Christchurch included special guests 
at their 10th birthday, to hear a speaker 
on Toc H contacts . . . Clacton Branches 
visited a psychiatric rehabilitation home 
with gifts of aprons, handkerchiefs and 
socks for the residents . . . Among the 
85 guests at Looe's annual pensioners 
party was a woman of 101.. Toc H has 
formed a junior rugby club in Bangor 
and the response is good . . . About onè 
ton of newspapers is handed in to 
Uckfield Branch every month on their 
collection day . . . On Good Friday, 
North Walsham Branch called on 200 
needy people with gifts of half a dozen 
eggs . . . Over £900 was raised at * 
springtime ball, jointly held by Rushden 
Royal Branch and the British Diabet! 
Association, d 
equally . . . Caister Toc H have publishie 
their 16th annual holiday guide fo 
seaside town ... Although Scarboro’e 
Branch has closed, members will contin 
to run the Toc H_ hospital bas 
service . . . Two members of Ter 
Branch (one is 91) have been pa 
knee rugs for patients at local hosP 


You Know 
you are 
geing old 
when: 


(These lines were sent to us by 
Ken Ward, AMEE Ey NZ. a 


almost everything hurts; 
— what doesn't hurt, doesn’t 


— it feels like the morning aft ite 
although you haven't been anywhere: 
— all the names in your little black book and in 


— you get winded playing chess; 


— you look forward to a dull evening; 
— you turn out the lights for economic reasons; 
— your knees buckle, but your belt won't; 

— you are 17 around the neck, 42 around the waist, 


and 126 around the golf course; 


— you sink your teeth into a steak, and they stay there; 
— you try to straighten the wrinkles in your socks, an 


and discover you are barefoot; 


— the little old lady trying to help you across the street 


turns out to be your wife. 


— Contributed by Norman Mc 
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AChristmas Quiz... 


Let's run a Quiz’ we said ‘and raise some 
funds for the Region’. 


It seemed like a good idea, and promised 
to be a lot of fun for those charged with 
inventing it, and it has indeed been fun... 
but, it is not as simple as it sounds! 
Months later, those of us who set the 
questions are somewhat chastened, and 
full of admiration for the folk behind 
‘Mastermind’, ‘Brain of Britain’ and so 
on. 


‘How long was the Appian Way?’ we 
asked, in all innocence. Our book was 
quite clear about the answer. ‘Ah’ said 
the erudite entrants, ‘do you mean the 
original road from Rome to Capua, or 
the extended road from Rome to 
Brindisi?’ We crawled back to our 
reference book and stamped on it! 


‘Which is the highest Himalayan peak in 
India?’ we asked, secure in the knowledge 
that at least two atlases we had consulted 
stated that the answer was Nanda Devi. 
‘Ah’ said the erudite, if you include 
Kashmir in India, the answer is K2, Mt 
Godwen Austen!’ But is Kashmir part of 
India? Rather than offend the Indians or 
Kashmiris by making an authoritative 
ruling on the matter, we prudently 
accepted either answer! 


‘Which two chapters of the Old 
Testament are almost identical?’ That, we 
thought, was an old chestnut, and 
confidently expected entrants to say 
2 Kings 19 and Isaiah 37. Alas, it wasn’t 
so simple, and we spent hours checking 
1 Kings 10 and 2 Chronicles 9, 2 Samuel 


22 and Psalm 18, Psalm 15 and 53 and 
several other permutations. 


Sporting records are easy, we thought, 
and asked ‘Who is the only boxer to 
remain undefeated throughout the whole 
of his career?’ Many, as expected, said 
Rocky Marciano but then . . . wait a 
minute . . . here comes Packy McFarland 
who fought from 1905 to 1915, and 
never lost a fight. We were lost in 
admiration of those entrants who knew 
that and also knew about the Appian 
Way... 


‘At what speed does the average pheasant, 
duck or grouse fly?’ we asked, having 
checked that the answer was 40-50 mph 
in sustained flight. Then some wretched 
person pointed us to the reference book 
which stated that these birds were 


‘incapable of sustained flight’! We shall be 
watching ducks carefully in future . . . 


‘What is the gestation period of a 
rhinoceros?’ we asked, hopefully, and 
were shamed by the answer: ‘Of the five 
species, three are from 15 to 17 months, 
the Sumatran Rhino is only 7 months, 
while the gestation period of the Java 
Rhino is unknown . . .’ We cringed at our 
ignorance. 


We got one thing right, though. We stated 
in the conditions that we would not enter 
into correspondence about the results, 
and that may have proved a wise thing to 
do! To all who are still seething about our 
marking, we apologise for our failings and 
ignorance, and offer our thanks for all 
who participated, and edified us in the 
process. 


Results of W Midlands and S Wales Region's ‘Christmas Quiz’ 


First Prize (£25) 


Mr Bruce Harding, 5 Park Avenue, St Albans, Herts 


Second Prize (£15) 


Mr Michael Davies, 87 Waltham Crescent, Nuneaton 


Third Prize (£10) 


Mr George Davies, 4 Noyadd Close, Llandrindod Wells, Powys 


Fourth Prize (£5) 


Miss Betty Kuphal, 20 Elliotts Lane, Codsall, Wolverhampton, West Midlands 


Other highly commended entries: 


Mrs S Bowles, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent 
Mr Leslie Parris, Llandrindod Wells, Powys 


Mr Robert Jones, Clitheroe, Lancs 
Miss Gladys Burt, Banbury, Oxon 


Mrs O Hall, Sturminster Newton, Dorset 


Mrs K Pill, Wroughton, Wiltshire 
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Adrian Dudman 


In April’s Point Three, | said something 
about ‘key people’ and about District 
Branches. We discussed these topics at 
some length in April when the Central 
Executive met in Middlesbrough and 
some 70 local members joined us for 
discussion on the Saturday afternoon. 
It became clear that we need to avoid 
harping on particular words and phrases 
(such as ‘key people’) because they 
often mean different things to different 
people. 

So. let me just set out what we 
are really talking about. We are saying 
three things. 

In the first place we are saying 
that Toc H is about caring for people and 
that that certainly involves our caring for 
each other. This is fairly easy when we 
are dealing with the members of an active 
Branch or Group that meets regularly. 
But what happens when a member moves 
away? Or, for whatever reason, is unable 
or unwilling to attend regular Branch 
meetings? What happens to lone members 
living out of reach of our Branch? What 
do we do about our Builders? If we 
cannot show care and concern for these, 
what can we expect to do for those 
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outside the Toc H family? One answer to 
this is being found in the District Branch. 
I shall have more to say about this in later 
articles but, in the meantime, I would ask 
you to read what Audrey Smith says 
elsewhere in this issue about how one 
District Branch is working. 


Secondly, we are saying that 
almost all our service is local and 
personal. It is not being done by 


Wendover or by our Regional Executives 
or our DECs: each of them has important 
functions but the real Toc H task is not 
administrative and it is being done in the 
main by you where you live and work. 
And that means that you must constantly 
be seeking out local leaders who can 
guide us, breathe new life into what we 
are doing, and keep us in touch with one 
another in the wider family. Some of 
them will hold elected office: others will 
not: but every District has these people 
and we all need what they can give us. 

And thirdly, we are saying that, at 
least for the present and the near future, 
there will be whole areas — sometimes 
whole Regions — without full time staff. 
This heavily underlines the need to search 
out our own local leaders who are able 


and willing to give time to this vitał work, 
even if it means giving up some of the 
Toc H work they are already doing. 
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During the last week of April, a smal] 
group of us — priests and layfolk — met 
at Cuddesdon for a couple of days to 
think quietly around a quite central issue. 
We tried to work out what initiatives we 
can take in response to the growing 
interest in many parts of the Movement 
in the whole question of prayer — the 
growing awareness in significant numbers 
of our members of the importance of the 
Fourth Point of the Compass. More and 
more of us are coming to see the value of 
the traditional Toc H belief that prayer 
and action must be linked: that either, 
without the other, means that we miss 
out on an essential dimension of life. 

Quite deliberately, we concen- 
trated on silence and listening, rather 
than argument or debate. Each of us 
shared our thoughts when we were 
moved to do so and each statement was 
followed by a period of silence. No-one 
said ‘I disagree’ or ‘that’s nonsense’: 
rather we would say, ‘perhaps I could 
feed in a different point of view’. Nothing 
violent or sudden happened but slowly 
some clarity began to emerge. We came 
up with no grandiose schemes but we did 
come away with a sense of renewal; we 
did begin to see the next step forward; 
and we believe that more thought and 
prayer will show us the way we should 
take. As a first initiative, we agreed that 
we would come together with some of 
you at different places to share a one day 
vigil during the Week of Prayer for World 
Peace (17 to 24 October). But more of 
this later... 


Melton Mowbray Women s Branch presented 
to their local Day Centre for the physically 
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garden that can be cultivated from wheelchairs. 
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special gardening equipment worth £100 A 
handicapped. The Centre plans a raised Manchester 


last years 
the 


happy snapshot from 
Children's Camp at 


| Toc H Centre, Rhyl. 
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Welcome 


The following Branches elected new 
members during March and April. 


Charmouth (j), North Sussex 
District, Nottingham City (m), 
Pickering (j), Ryton-on-Tyne (m) 
Bakewell (j), Broughton Astley 
(m), Colne-Orwell District, 
Crewkerne (j), Criccieth (m), 
Dundee (j) Group, Finchley & 
Whetsone (w), Hatfield (w), 
Hemel Hempstead (w), 
Honiton (m), Launceston (j), 
Lincoln (j), Lymington (j), 
Nailsea (m), Orston (j), Owton 
Manor (w), Seaford (j), 
Southsea (w), Wigmore & 
Rainham (m), Wolds District, 
Yorkshire Area (j) Group. 
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A warm welcome to 31 new members. 


‘A Visual Background to the Bible’ 


Written and illustrated by 
A G Patston 


Published by Wheaton (The School Book 
Division of the Pergamon Group) at 95p 
or at £1.25 in laminated cover. 


This useful little book is designed to give 
the reader an insight into what day to day 
life was like in biblical times and it covers 
both the Old and New Testaments. It is 
for use chiefly as a school text book, 
aimed at upper age ranges in primary and 
lower ages in secondary schools but 
would also prove a valuable asset for 
Sunday Schools and other Christian 
youth organisations. The black and white 
illustrations are clear and should appeal 
to youngsters as should the 
accompanying text, which is brief but 
concise and informative, each page 
covering a new topic from animals of 
the Bible to homes, customers, clothing 
etc. There are a variety of work and 
follow up activities suggested for each 
subject covered and exercises designed to 
help the reader familiarise himself with 
and find his way round the Bible. The 
cross referencing in this book is 
Particularly good and provides the reader 
with revision. As both a Sunday School 
and day school teacher, I feel this little 
book achieves all it sets out to do and 
I would buy it as a text book. 

Anne Dudman 
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Tina Tennant, of Kettering, Northants, writes: 

‘Last year we brought you the “Wellingborough Flashers’. Now we have the 
“Northants Pushers” and we can assure you that pushing is much more energetic than 
flashing, but it was all done for Toc H. 

If you have ever seen the old movies of the Keystone Cops and watched the 
men on their pump trolleys being chased by a train and wanted to have a go, well you 
have missed your opportunity. For those who don’t know, a pump trolley is one of 
those things with handles that go up and down. 

‘A group of Toc H members and friends (at least they were friends when they 
started!) met at Wansford Station on the Nene Valley Railway. The media were well 
represented. We have a video film which we will hire out to anyone interested, all of 
us wearing our "I'm a Pusher” T Shirts. The first four to set off were filmed leaving 
the station and travelled at such a rate that the cameraman who filmed the start and 
then drove to the other end of our stretch of track, 2% miles as the trolley pumps (6-7 
miles by road), was climbing over the fence just as the trolley drew in. He had to come 
back to Wansford and film them returning and the changeover. 

‘We did the push in conjunction with the Nene Valley Railway and each group 
provided two pushers, The NVR however were short of pushers, and although several 
of their press ganged ‘volunteers’ stayed longer than originally intended, we found 
ourselves supplying three people most of the night. The weather was kind to us and 
despite the heavy rain of the previous Friday and following Monday the weekend was 
dry, but windy. The wind was against us on the final part of the return leg. 

‘We had the use of a sleeping coach (which had no heating) and a bar coach 
(no comments please) where we were “refreshed”. Toc H provided all the food and 
drink: the chilli was very hot, but kept everyone going all through the night! The 
trolley kept going despite its age with only two minor problems, a nut falling off (no, 
it wasn't Bruce!) and a cracked bearing which we managed to repair. We were pleased 
that the members of the Northampton Branches were able to come and to feel the 
Toc H spirit which prevailed throughout the weekend, although only six of the 22 
people involved were Toc H members. 

‘Future exploits are being planned through a new Action Group “NAGS” 
which is being formed in the area. We covered 179 miles in the 24 hours and should 
make at least £1 per mile: the benefit to Toc H however is much more than financial.’ 

my leaving the Toc H staff and to 


l thank all those members who over the 
last 11 years have offered me 
O e friendship and hospitality across the 


country and an especial thanks to the 
Area Treasurers for their help with the 
finances of the Movement during a 


difficult period of our history.’ 


‘May I thank all those members who 
have written to me on the occasion of 


George Barnett, who left our staff for 
other employment at the end of April, 
writes: 


Open Forum 


Toc H in Southern Africa 


I find it puzzling that Percy Bays (Point 
Three, May issue) does not take more 
cognizance of the statement on the dust 
cover of the book — ‘Ah, but your land is 
beautiful’ by Alan Paton — that this new 
novel is set in the 1950s. Obviously Alan 
Paton deals with the racial question as he 
saw it during this period. Surely comment 
on the position in South Africa today as 
seen by the author can only be made 
after we have read the other two books 
which he has promised? 

As Percy’s conclusion is therefore 
based on the wrong facts, one may be 
forgiven for having a sneaking suspicion 
that he is only prepared to believe the 
worst about South Africa. Having also 
read the book, as well as most of Alan 
Paton’s writings in the Press, I won’t go 
so far as to say that he ‘desperately’ tries 
to think fairly. 

Personally I feel that Toc H has a 
more important role to play in South 
Africa than maybe anywhere else in the 
world. To say that Toc H operates in an 
alien atmosphere is to tell a missionary 
not to go to a mission station as he would 
be surrounded by heathens and therefore 
an alien atmosphere. 

Toc H is really needed in South 
Africa and serves as a focus for all people 
who believe that there is hope for 
racial harmony here. There is no other 
movement or organisation in South 
Africa where I as a White, Afrikaans 
speaking member of the National Party 
(verligte wing), can socially meet and 
relax with all races. I must prepare myself 
for this growing ‘erosion’ of my many 
white privileges, and Toc H is the vehicle 
I can use to really get to know Black 
South Africans. All members of Toc H 
have the same problems: Radical Blacks 
and ultra conservative Whites regard the 
Toc H members of their respective races 
as traitors to their respective causes. 

But Toc H is and remains a haven 
for many people such as me, who hope 
for a better future together in South 
Africa. Apart from personal prejudices, 
there are very few impediments to our 
meeting each other socially. That there is 
much wrong goes without saying, but by 
pushing my ideas, taking a stand and 
belonging to Toc H, at least I can feel 
that I can do something constructive 
here. I also believe that there has been 
positive change here, which pace will 
accelerate. 

Unfortunately it is the most 
difficult thing in the world to really think 
fairly and to change another person’s 
convictions on a subject with a recital of 
one’s own convictions. I have dismissed 


y harsh problems in 


man 
RAY belonging to Toc H 


South Africa, but my 
makes it easier to accept and work for 


change. If only for me, Toc H has been a 
very real and important role locally. 


Dion Roder 
National Chairman 
Toc H, S Africa 


The Direct Approach 


I am pleased that Point Three approves of 
our ‘Direct Approach’ (Round and 
About, April 1982) to attracting 
volunteers for our Great Yarmouth 
Children’s Playschemes, ‘Coastal Capers , 
from 16 to 27 August. 

We still need more volunteers to 
help with this project, staying in a local 
hall. In the best Toc H traditions, the 
work will not be taken too seriously, and 
we shall indulge in some ‘Coastal Capers’ 
ourselves. Anyone interested can contact 
me at 12 Arnott Avenue, Gorleston, 
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 6HS. 


Martin Rivett 
Great Yarmouth 


The Marks 


I write as a member of the Birmingham 
Toc H community house, and as a long 
term volunteer with Toc H. The views 
expressed here are entirely my own and 
not necessarily those of other members 
of the house. 

I approach the subject of the 
closure of Marks with some hesitancy, 
having not lived within such a setting, but 
I do wish to support our Director and 
CEC in the future plans for development 
of smaller community houses. I believe 
that a Mark can effectively serve a wide 
community and can be a companionable 
place to live, but with deteriorating 
physical fabric and society's growing 
need for acceptance of individuals into 
small groups outside the traditional 
family, Toc H must move into a socially 
relevant field. If we continue in our 
present state, finance will very soon 
outweigh personal growth — and, once 
growth ceases, community becomes 
meaningless. 

The demise of the blood related 
family units, to be replaced by the 
emerging community interest groups, is 
the broad sociological framework 
suggested by today’s society and within 
which Toc Hs future lies. The 
importance of Toc H community houses 
in fulfilling the role of a ‘family’ home 
for young people perplexed by the 
facelessness of the video age cannot be 
underestimated. 


My own experience of Universit 
life shows that young people no ] 
want to be just so many resident 
traditional hall of residence, but seek 
new life style where they are a 
important part of a small group whee 
hopes and fears, joys and doubts can be 
shared more deeply. People are crying out 
for acceptance as individuals, to know 
that they have real value, and I believe it 
is within smaller houses that these deep 
needs can be met. The very depth of 
relationships that can develop, because 
the group is small, allows the individual 
the freedom to be. When a person can no 
longer pretend, or fool others about his 
shortcomings, he learns to accept himself 
and a deeper understanding of others will 
be born. If the group is too large, the 
necessity to be honest about self ceases, 
and the community will die. Honesty 
causes tension, but coupled with trust 
within a small group, it becomes creative 
and people grow. 

The Marks have had a glorious 
life, but are outdated. If the old buildings 
are deteriorating physically, then they 
must go. A community cannot function 
if its base cannot be made comfortable — 
not luxurious, comfortable. Living in 
community is hard work and to be 
effective each person needs his own room 
— his own space to be alone; far too 
frequently this goes unheeded. 

David Gibson in Point Three 
(April 1982) says he fears that the new 
figure (a maximum of 12) is not large 
enough for a wide mixture, and is in 
danger of becoming a ‘holy huddle’. I 
agree that a smaller number immediately 
threatens us with that danger. We in 
Birmingham must be honest and admit 
that this has caused us much concern. But 
surely the awareness of the danger is 
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positive and places an ever greater 
responsibility on the management 
committee to spend time with 


prospective residents, to ensure a mixture 
and a committed, outward looking 
nucleus with a shared vision of the role 
of the house. This also demands a first 
class management committee! 

The future of Toc H lies in the 
proposed reallocation of resources from 
the Marks to smaller community houses. 
Toc H has much to give to a desperate 
world. We must respond single mindedly 
to the changing needs of our society. 
Let us support our Director and CEC and 
channel our giving to achieve effective 
excellence now. 


Rosalind Heslam 
Birmingham 


Having lived in two Marks — albeit some 
30 years ago — I can well understand the 


Opinions expressed in these columns 
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reactions voiced in the April issue of 
Point Three. One important feature of 
the Marks was however not mentioned 
and that was the great influence for good 
on the lives of many young men who 
perhaps never came or remained in the 
Movement but who passed through a 
Mark. I still meet a man now well over 
60 who acknowledges his life in Mark 21 
was the turning point in his life, that his 
understanding of his fellow man was 
deepened, that his sense of values was 
changed and he was given an opportunity 
for service which he would never have 
thought possible and which he still feels 
is a privilege to exercise. At present he is 
an active member of his Branch. 

At the time Mark 21 closed, there 
were nine different nationalities living 
there in joy and peace, surely a good piece 
of service. Did not Tubby say that Toc H 
exists not to bring men into Toc H but 
Toc H into men? Who can put a value on 
so many lives as a result? 

One can only hope the future 
policy of smaller houses and community 
living will do as much as the Marks — 
maybe we will be allowed our doubts. 
The seven or eight years I lived in a Mark 
certainly changed my life and was an 
experience for which I shall be eternally 
grateful. 


George H Gibson 
Derby 


Before any more money is spent on 
Marks (or whatever the new residential 
houses will be called) can the membership 
be assured that the following questions 


have been studied and satisfactory 
answers obtained? 
1. Is there a genuine demand for the 


type of accommodation we are proposing 
to offer? 


2. Are the residents willing and able 
to pay a rent that will cover our 
expenditure? 


I am sure I am not alone in 
objecting to Toc H money being spent to 
provide subsidised accommodation for 
people who will never become Toc H 
members. I will go further and state that 
in my opinion the Finance Committee are 
under a moral obligation to repay to 
Toc H funds a substantial amount of the 
money those funds in the past provided 
towards the running costs of the Marks. 


F M Clements 
Nottingham 


The Resources Debate 


May I start with a parody of a famous 
maxim viz ‘You cannot please some of 
the people all of the time’, which I 


believe aptly describes the present furore 
over announced cuts in staff. 

As an elected member of the 
Central Executive, I recently attended a 
special meeting called to discuss this very 
issue, although I did not speak in the 
debate. As I listened to various speakers 
it seemed to me that some were implying 
that the word ‘redundancy’ was one 
which was alien to a Movement like 
Toc H. I too, do not like this word, 
preferring the phrase ‘staff reorganisation’. 
Nevertheless, whatever term is used, the 
fact is that Toc H cannot isolate itself 
from the world and be run as if such 
problems do not exist. 

For eight of the last 12 years I 
have been a member of the Central 
Executive and during that period many 
decisions have been made by the 
Executive with which I was not in 
agreement, but this is not one of them. I 
served at one time for two years on the 
Personnel Committee and would state 
most eniphaticalły that, whenever the 
question of any member of the staff 
arose concerning his or her ability to 
function effectively, it was treated in the 
most humane and sympathetic manner. 
During those two years some members of 
the field staff were asked to leave and this 
caused, as far as I am aware, no difficulty 
whatsoever on either side. 

Of course neither the Principal 
Officers nor the Central Executive are 
immune from criticism and no doubt 
with hindsight events could have possibly 
been programmed differently, but this 
does not alter the fact that both have a 
job to do — to see that the Movement is 
run as efficiently as possible. Those of us 
who are on the Central Executive serve 
the Movement as a whole, having no 
sectionał interest or particular axe to 
grind and perhaps some members ought 
to be reminded of this. To do, as one 
speaker at the special meeting suggested, 
and withold funds from the Famiły Purse 
is quite absurd and if that is all the 
Movement means to him and his 
colleagues, then we are better off without 
them. 

Controversy is no stranger to 
Toc H and it is well to remember that at 
one time Tubby himself fell out with the 
CEC and nearly left the Movement: I 
shudder to think where we would all be 
now if he had done so! 


John Morgan 

Ruislip 

There must be quite a few people in 
Toc H aged somewhere between 55 and 
65 who, having probably served in the 
Forces during World War Two, went into 
some form of public service and have now 


retired. Here | feel is a source of help for 
our field staff who will need more help 
from the lay member now that their 
numbers are being reduced. To use myself 
as an example. I retired at the end of 
December 1980 at the age of 60 
(minimum retiring age for the Civil 
Service). I now have a part time job from 
7 am till noon five days a week leaving 
the rest of the day till about 11.30 pm to 
do what I like. I am sure the field staff, 
Regional Executive and Regional Council 
could use some of that time. Any out of 
pocket expenses could be paid. I know 
that travelling about can be a bit of a 
gamble when you have to rely on public 
transport but I have never yet been 
stranded. So come on you people 
between 55 and 65 years old, contact 
your Regional Executives and see if you 
can help. I know from past experience as 
an HAC that it was great fun and some of 
the happiest years I have had with Toc H 
were during that time. 

We all know that in the past few 
months the Central Executive have had 
some hard decisions to make. Although 
1 don't agree with the way things have 
been done, may I make a plea for 
tolerance? The people on the Central 
Executive are after all Toc H members. 
We elect our Central Councillors who in 
turn elect the Central Executive. The 
Executive is elected to make decisions 
and surely we don’t expect them to come 
back to us before they make their 
decisions. | count myself amongst those 
who have said harsh things about the 
Central Executive and their decisions but 
walking my west Highland white dog for 
a couple of hours each day has given me 
time to think about things and I realised 
how unfair I was being. Please think 
about the Central Executive and the 
directive the Central Council gave them. 
After all, in effect, they are carrying out 
our wishes. We elected them. 


Allan Hunt 
Farnborough, Hants 


Please find enclosed cheque for £100, this 
being raised as a special effort by our 
members in response to the discussions 
we had on the recent tape. 

Toc H will surely rally along. 


M Burrows 
Rotherhan 


Toc H and Prayer 


I am the Pilot of the Gloucester Branch. 
I have told our members that if Toc H is 
to be certain of God’s guidance, then this 
must be the year of the Pilot. Pilots of 
every Branch must work to inspire 
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Open Forum continued 


members to turn this Movement into a 
praying force. 

We here in Gloucester want all 
full time staff, Regional Executives and 
Central Councillors to know that this 
Branch is bearing you all up in prayer. 


E Alleyne 
Innsworth 


What ‘Third World’? 


‘In’ words come and ‘in’ words go, 
likewise some phrases. One such phrase 
used over the last few years by the Press 
and Television makes us annoyed and 
angry. Used by Toc H generally, in Point 
Three and at the last Central Council 
meeting, this term ‘The Third World’ 
makes us sad. God made One World, 
looked around and was pleased with it. 
Can we classify ourselves as the ‘First 
World’ and if so where is the ‘Second 
World’? Let us return to one of the old 
descriptions such as the ‘under privileged 
countries’ and forget this horrible and 
degrading description of people less 
fortunate than ourselves. 


Signed by all members of 
Cowes and East Cowes Branch 


Positive Discrimination 


Members of the Ipswich Men’s Branch 
tead with interest the letter from John 
Morgan in the February 1982 Poinr 
Three, for we appear to be in a unique 
position. We have in our Branch two 
coloured members, one of whom has 
been a member for approximately ten 
years and the other for two years. The 
former has attended Festivals in London 
and been privileged to meet and talk with 
‘Tubby’ at one of these. He is a regular 
attender at Branch meetings and 
participates with us in a variety of Toc H 
jobs. He came into the Branch through 
the Branch Secretary who met him 
regularly through his occupation and 
suggested that, if he was looking for 
company and fellowship, he should come 
along to the local Toc H Branch meetings 
to see what he thought of them and the 
membership. He took a look, took his 
time considering the situation, decided he 
liked what he saw, applied for 
membership and has been happy with us 
ever since. 

His fellow coloured colleague was 
persuaded to join us even though he is 
more involved with Toc H type jobs than 
most of our members! He is, for example, 
very involved with his Church, visits 
numerous elderly friends, and is a link 
with the coloured lads in the nearby 
Borstal Colony. Consequently we do not 
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see as much of him at meetings as we 
would like. 

When discussing John's letter at 
our Branch meeting, members did 
question why Lester and ‘Barney’ had not 
been joined by other coloured members 
of the community and we reached the 
conclusion that they came up against the 
same attitude as the white members did 
in trying to get white friends ih the local 
community to join Toc H. With a 
population of 130,000, we in Ipswich 
muster 18 members and the Ladies 
Branch about 20, which is shockingly 
low. We do have numerous friends who 
assist both Branches with many of our 
corporate jobs but who prefer to help 
rather than attend meetings. Members 
have tried over the years to bring in new 
members, without a lot of success and 
feel there is so much competition for 
membership from organisations such as 
Round Table, Rotary, the British Legion 
and other ex-Servicemen’s Clubs and 
Church Men’s groups compared with the 
situation prevailing, say, 30 years ago. 
Ipswich Branch membership has remained 
static over the past 20 years, the losses 
being slowly replaced by transfers from 
other Branches and a few new members 
coming in through personal contact with 
members. The latter appears to us to be 
the most successful means of obtaining 
new members. 

I trust this information will be of 
some assistance to John, and, also other 
members. 


Emest Taylor 
Ipswich 


Can Anyone Help? 


Greetings and good wishes from the 
Toc H family in Adelaide. 

I wonder if any news has reached 
you of our Queen Adelaide Society, 
recently formed here? In November 1980 
a statue of this Queen after whom this 
city is named, was unveiled in the foyer 
of the Town Hall. In 1981 we officially 
formed the Society to promote 
knowledge of her and to establish a fund 
in her name to help children in need. This 
idea was prompted by the discovery of 
how little was known of her, and her 
great goodness to children following the 
deaths in infancy of her own babies. 

Our present plan is to organise an 
open party each year on the anniversary 
of her birthday, inviting all who are 
interested to attend and bring a donation 
(to be known as The Queen Adelaide 
Memorial Fund) and a small membership 
fee. The first of these was held on 13 
August last year, and we raised 1,000 


dollars, which purchased two wheel chairs 
for the Centre for Handicapped Children, 
This was a heart warming response, and 
we hope to establish this party as an 
annual highlight in our city calendar, 

With further research and much 
patience, this could grow into a very 
special Tourist attraction. This is the only 
capital city in the world named after a 
Queen. Her banner hangs in Malta 
Cathedral, her Coronation Robe in Brodie 
Castle, Scotland and the Coat of Arms 
from Bushey House is part of a wonderful 
collection in London. In the Queen 
Adelaide Room in the Adelaide Town 
Hall are about 100 items once in her 
possession, or used by her. These include 
china, books, silver, clocks and personal 
items. 

Our city is at present planning 
celebrations to mark 150 years of 
settlement in this State, and we hope to 
produce a book about Queen Adelaide. 
For this we are very anxious to have any 
help available about her life. It may be 
that among our Toc H Family there are 
some members whose elderly relatives 
have knowledge of incidents or 
information about ‘Good Queen 
Adelaide’ which they would be happy to 
share with us. If you are able to help us in 
this quest, we should be most grateful, 
and of course highly delighted. 

Thank you for your interest and 
looking forward to an exciting response. 


Mrs Dorothy Howie 
Adelaide, S Australia 


Note: If you write to me here at 
Wendover, I will forward your letters to 
Mrs Howie. — Editor 


Trading Stamps 


Over the past 18 months I have collected 
well over 40 million trading stamps, ie 
Green Shield, Co-op, Pink etc, and 
donated £14,207.20 to the Jimmy Savile 
Stoke Mandeville Rebuilding Fund. 

Trading stamps are being phased 
out and I am quite sure thousands of 
pounds worth will never be redeemed, 
because they are lying forgotten in 
drawers and cupboards throughout the 
country. 

I would be extremely grateful to 
receive stamps from your readers. This 
wonderful source of revenue is in risk of 
being wasted, whereas it could benefit so 
many people, now and in the years to 
come, by helping to rebuild and maintain 
this very special spinal unit at Stoke 
Mandeville. 


Miriam Tweed 
Stafford 


Note: Please send your stamps direct to: 
Mrs M Tweed, 10 Coley Grove, Little 
Hay wood, Stafford ST18 00W. 

— Editor 


On a Saturday in March, Chadwell 
Carnival Court held their ‘princess’ 
contest, attracting beauties from all over 
London and Essex. During the evening, 
the contestants handed over to various 
charities the proceeds of a sponsored 
walk in London in which they had taken 
part. Michelle Lee (third from left) 
raised more than £52 for Thurrock Toc H. 


During my travels around India, on 
numerous overcrowded trains and buses, I 
would invariably be asked by educated 
men of all ages: ‘Why have you come to 
our country?’ in a curious but friendly 
way. On giving my answer, I was 
continually taken aback by the ignorance 
displayed by city bred folk over the 
conditions and problems faced by their 
fellow Indians in the villages. It is true 
that India is a foreign country to most 
Indians, perhaps inevitably when one 
considers the blend of races, religions and 
cultures, 


Despite the physical hardships and the 
frustration caused by the slow and erratic 
nature of AAVS' work, the great natural 
beauty of Kanhan Kshetra and the open 
and hospitable nature of the people (who 
after all had no obligation to accept 
a strange foreigner) more than 
compensated. The villages may be under 
developed in terms of poverty and a 
distorted power structure, but there is an 
elaborate social fabric which has taken 
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centuries to evolve. As a development 
worker, I was barely beginning to 
comprehend the forces operating within 
the various villages when my period of 
service was up. I have no doubt that I 
gained far more than I was able to give in 
return. At the very least, I learned the 
value of patience and the need to be 
aware of my own ignorance and 
inexperience before impetuously offering 
what I considered to be good advice. 
Volunteering abroad has to be done in a 
spirit of humility and open-mindedness. 
Even voluntcers with technical skills 
should remember that their contribution 
to ‘World Development’ is going to be 
very small. 


What is the future likely to hold for 
rural India? The problems of hunger, 
illiteracy and gross social injustice are so 
immense that a revolution would seem to 
be the only solution. But the caste system 
is still too strong for the poor to feel 
united by their common poverty. Self 
help projects from local initiatives have a 
better chance of promoting community 
action and awareness, because the people 
will not have to rely on the vagaries of 
Government Programmes which tend to 
be badly administered and of benefit to 
the rich and influential. The main 
criticism of Foreign Aid is that so little 
manages to reach the poorest people. 
By sending volunteers and funding Indian 
organisations, World Community 
Development Service has formed oe 
links between its members and some O 
the world’s poorest people. Through its 
i i VVS, WCDS has a 
partnership with AVVS, 
direct involvement with a clea ae 
project and thus can channel funds to 


by Derek Williams 


aid of the neediest. More importantly, 
returned WCDS volunteers play their 
part in Development Education here in 
Britain. Ultimately, poverty will not be 
eliminated until there have been 


fundamental changes in the international 
relations between nations. Foreign Aid, 
no matter how well intentioned, is no 
substitute for justice. 


Concluded 


Note: You can learn more about the 
work of World Community Development 
Service and its overseas volunteer scheme 
by writing to: 
The Secretary, WCDS, 27 Montagu Road, 
Botley, Oxford. — Editor 
a a ee ee 
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District Membership-\Nhat iS it? 


Is it just a list of names and membership 
numbers shown on a Branch Roll? Or is it 
a group of people who are anxious to be 
active members of Toc H although, 
because of family commitments, or 
because there is no longer a Branch in the 
locality, or because they are involved in 
other activities concerned with Toc H ete 
are unable to attend regular weekly or 
fortnightly meetings and can only manage 
to attend a three monthly meeting? 


We, on Teesside, have such a group of 
people. 


Our four meetings in the year take the 
form of the AGM in March when we elect 
our two Office Bearers (Secretary/ 
Chairman and Treasurer) and pay our 
subs. We listen to our Officers’ reports 
and agree on how our Branch funds 
should be used. 


Then in June we try to arrange some sort 
of social event, either an outing or a 
social gathering. One year we visited 
somewhere of historical interest 
connected with Captain Cook and were 
privileged to be able to have a short 
Service in the Church used by Captain 
Cook’s family. On that occasion, the 
afternoon concluded with afternoon tea 


in the garden of one of our members. 
Last year we had a sponsored ‘knit-in for 
the Family Purse. Over £160 was raised in 
an hour, the end product being a blanket 
which we passed on to the Beverly School 
for the Deaf in Middlesbrough for them 
to use to raise money. 


In September we use the meeting to learn 
more about Toc H (you are never too old 
to learn!) by having a speaker to talk 
about and discuss some aspect of the 
Movement. Last year we used our Central 
Councillor to speak about the Resources 
Paper. 


Our December meeting takes the form of 
a Carol Service arranged by the Branch 
Secretary and the Vicar of the Church in 
which the Service is held. This Carol 
Service js open to the whole District and 
outside the District for members and 
their families and friends. We usually have 
100 or more attending and refreshments 
are provided by the District Branch 
members. A bring and buy stall helps to 
offset some of the expenses. 


We are also concerned with other money 
raising events, such as sale of Webb Ivory, 
the coffee evening held in the home of 
the Secretary and her husband (this 


usually raises £70-£80) and some help 
with the Alexandra Rose Day efforts. 
With all these events we were able to 
agree at the AGM that £400 be sent to 
Family Purse. 


Of course, in between times, we are each 
doing our bit by being ‘good neighbours’ 
in our own communities. Some of us 
serve the DEC and the Region as well as 
attend activities organised by the District 
and other Branches. We all receive a copy 
of Point Three and of our Regional 
Magazine Northern Light. Our Secretary 
and one of our more recent members are 
going to a Toc H weekend at Alison 


House: they have not yet had the 
enjoyable experience of a Toc H 
weekend. 


Not all our members attend meetings 
each time we meet — some for health 
reasons — but we do keep in touch with 
them and keep their interest in the 
Movement. We are not just names on a 
piece of paper! 


A little note to District Secretaries. If you 
have a Branch closing, don't let the 
members drift away from us: try to 
channel them into an active District 
Branch. 


の 


It is difficult to identify the starting point 
of this story, for many strands are woven 
into its fabric. I have, though, decided to 
start in Leeds: a beginning was there and 
there some of the principals live or have 
lived. 


Revd Frank Baker was on the staff of 
Leeds Parish Church. Being the man he is, 
when he moved to Tewkesbury Abbey, 
he retained links with and concern for 
many of his Leeds friends and late 
parishioners. So, at Christmas 1979, he 
sent out Christmas Cards, one of which 
was addressed to Mrs Anne Bradley — a 
regular sick communicant during his 
Leeds ministry. 


Some time later, he received a letter from 
a Mrs Fieldhouse. This letter is set out 
below and its opening words provide thé 
title for my article. 
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Leeds 
15 December 1979 
To whom it may concern: 
/ live on the ground floor and found this 
on the floor. I live alone. First 1 was 
going to put it in post box, but thought it 
more human to write you. Excuse 
scribble. I am 80. All I know is Mrs 
Bradley passed away about a month ago. 
I know she was housebound and used a 
metal walker, home help etc. Hope this 
helps and that it doesn’t cause you too 
much sorrow. 
Yours faithfully 
Mrs Edith Fieldhouse 
on the floor below Mrs Bradley 


From the beginning a friendship 
developed between Frank and Mrs 
Fieldhouse, based entirely on 


correspondence, but full of Christian care 
and concern. 


During this time, I was keeping in touch 
with Frank’s father, Tom Baker, who was 
a founder member of Toc H 
Middlesbrough Branch in 1922. Tom now 
lived with Frank in Tewkesbury and it 
was from him that I first learned of Mrs 
Fieldhouse and the letters which were 
being exchanged. Tom asked me to 
arrange for visitors for Mrs Fieldhouse 
who was in St James Hospital, Leeds for 
implants to both of her eyes. 


My first step, was to telephone Bill Bains 
in Leeds and ask him to put out a request 
to the local membership to arrange for 
visitors. Some time later he reported back 
to me that he had been unable to obtain 
any helpers. 


I had to do something! My mind scanned 
all my personal links (not many) in Leeds 
and the name of a cousin came to mind. 
She lived in Swinnow and her father had 
recently died. It seemed to be the right 
thing to ask for her help. 


It was the right thing! Her response was 
immediate and before long 1 had 
confirmation that she had visited Mrs 
Fieldhouse in St James Hospital and had 
found a caring old lady who was excited 
and overjoyed to have a stranger visit her. 
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The altar in the picture was presented to 
Waveney District’s newly opened hospital 
by Caister-on-Sea (Norfolk) Joint Branch. 
The altar was dedicated by the Bishop of 
Norwich. 


Dunton Green founder member Fred 
Barnett presents a cheque to the local 
committee for the Michael McGough 
Fund for Research into Liver Disease in 
Children. 


It is, perhaps, at this point that the hand 
of God enters or appears to enter this 
story! 


My cousin, Mrs Edna Towns, is a member 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints and, at the time of my request 
for help, had been asked to join 
Geraldine, a fellow member of the 
Church, in a visit to St James Hospital, 
to see a mutual friend who was a patient 
in this hospital. Geraldine suffers from 
Narcolepsy and needs someone to 
accompany her on outings of one hour or 
more. 


The scene is now set for the remarkable 
sequel to all that has been written above. 


Having visited their friend, they were 
heading home by bus when Edna 
remarked that she would be visiting a 
lady living near to St James Hospital 
next week to see, again, a Mrs Fieldhouse, 
whom her cousin in Middlesbrough had 
asked her to visit. 


The following quote is taken direct from 


a letter from Mrs Towns to me: 
Geraldine, a bit excited said "Is her first 


name Edith?” Quickly I looked in my 
handbag and found the letter from Bill 


with her full name: Mrs Edith Fieldhouse 
and her address. 


‘Mrs Fieldhouse was an aunt of 
Geraldine s mother — her own great aunt, 
whom they had lost touch with when she 
had moved house. 


‘4 few weeks later Gerry and I went to 
see Mrs Fieldhouse and I was happy to 
tell her who Gerry was. It was one of the 
happiest events of my life! They were so 
delighted to be with each other again 
after some 30 years of separation. d 


This is not the end of the story. I must 
be ongoing. The last news I have is that 
Mrs Fieldhouse’s grandson is coming over 
from Australia soon and another reunion 


is in the offing. 


‘Lord make me an instrument of Thy 
Will’: so we pray in Toc H, but so often 
we cannot see how we are to be used. 
Take this story and imagine my 
disappointment when Bill Bains said he 
could not provide visitors. It was like a 
kick in the stomach, but it forced me to 
look elsewhere and just the right visitor 


was found. 


I have asked myself the question — was 
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R Branches 
S Newcastle/Sunderland area got together 
Š to mount an Easter Fair in a Newcastle 
S community centre. Besides being fun the 
„2 Fair raised £183 towards local Toc H 
S projects. 
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and new Groups in the 


this God's doing? The product of this 
whole exercise is so remarkable that I 
have wondered whether it was 
pre-ordained that Toc H had not to do 
the obvious and provide visitors but to be 
the catalyst which enabled dispersed 
members of a family to be brought 
together. You who read this story must 
make your own interpretation of the 
purpose behind the facts. 


Has this caring service ended or is it about 
to end? I doubt it, because I know that 
out of this situation, friendships and 
relationships have been created which 
may, of themselves, bring new 
opportunities of care and concern to 
those who have been involved and even to 
some who know little or nothing of this 
story as I write it. 


For the time being, the last word belongs 
to Tom Baker, who started me on this 
road. Having read an early draft of this 


paper, he wrote the following: 
7 visualise Mrs Fieldhouse’s happy 


reception of it and my amendments, I 
hope, tend to accord full justice to 
yourself (Mrs Towns) and Bill in your 
natural ability of transforming an 
example of service, outstanding as it is, 
into a warm act of friendship.’ 
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We will Remember... 


Lack of space has compelled us to hold 
over some obituary notices received. We 
hope to include these in future issues. 

— Editor 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In May 
Sidney E Baker (Gillingham) 


In December 
Cicely I Oakley (Eltham) 


In January 
Walter O Bradley (Bramley) 
Herbert C Morris (Deal & Walmer) 


In February 

Hilda P Payne (Springfields District) 

A C John Poole (Nailsea) 

H R ‘Bob’ Corlett (Springfields District) 
Owen T Thomas (Criccieth) 


In March 

S William Ackland (Boston) 
Stanley A'Lee (Saltash) 

Arthur Breeze (Macclesfield) 
Edward T Bridge (Enfield) 
Lilian M Elphick (Broads District) 
Elizabeth Gracey (Morecambe) 
Ivy Hibberd (Allestree) 

Lilian Jenkins (Bargoed) 
Elizabeth Kelsey (Bargoed) 
Audrey Pedlar (Wolverhampton) 
George B Price (Porthmadoc) 


In April 
S H ‘Syd’ Smith (Hitchen) 


Bedlington (Northumberland) Branch 
tell us of the loss early this year of two 
of their much loved members. Bill 
Routledge, who died in January at the 
age of 79, had been an active member for 
many years and for much of the time 
was Bedlington’s cheerful and 
enthusiastic Jobmaster. Canon Herbert 
James (‘Ossie’) Osgathorpe died on 
] February, aged 84. ‘Ossie’ was 
Bedlington’s founder member and the 
Branch’s inspiration for 25 years. He 
first met Tubby at the Old House when 
he was a battle weary machine gunner 
and he joined the first post-war training 
course at Knutsford. He remained a close 
personal friend of Tubby’s and more than 
once entertained him in his vicarage and 
at Branch meetings. 


Edmonton Branch report the death of 
Horace Smith, a member for some 
30 years. He was a frequent visitor to the 
Old House and known to many people 
outside his District. He was a great 
favourite with the hundreds of elderly 
folk who came as guests to the Branch’s 
annual party. He will be greatly missed 
by all his many friends. 
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Stan Beadle, of Battle, Sussex, died 
suddenly in February. His son reminds 
us that, though a Builder since 1966, 
Stan lived a very active Toc H life for 
more than 30 years before then. He had 
a great attachment first to Warden Manor 
and then, for many years, to Dor Knap. 
In sending our sympathy to Stan’s family 
in their loss, we remember his own 
devoted service over half a century. 


Market Harborough Branch tell us of the 
sudden death in February of their 
founder member, Reg Iliffe. Reg first 
became a member of Leicester Branch 
and for some years cycled the 30 mile 
return journey to Branch meetings. He 
helped found Market Harborough Branch 
in 1928 and remained an active member 
right up to his death. He was always a 
great worker for others, holding office 
at various times in St John's Ambulance, 
the Oddfellows and his local 
Congregational Church. 


George Raymond (Ray) Holehouse, a 
member of Branches in Sheffield for over 
50 years, died suddenly on 10 January. 
He had been at the Branch meeting the 
previous Monday, so his death came as a 
very great shock to us all. 

Ray had held various offices in 
the former Hallam Branch and was 
District Secretary for over ten years. 
During his retirement his ‘spare’ time had 
been given to the Church and to the 
Lodge Moor Hospital League of 
Friends... 

DK 


Acton Branch mourn the death of 
Stanley Richards, a long standing member 
and President of Acton Toc H Blind 
Social Club, which last year celebrated 
its 50th anniversary. He also served for 
some years as Secretary of Cromwell 
District. 


Springfields District Branch is sad to 
report the death of George Jones. well 
known to many South Londoners. 
George was originally a member in the 
Manchester Area and came south before 
the War and joined the Norwood Branch, 
later to be known as Lambeth Central 
Mixed Branch. During the war he was in 
the RASC and acted as official driver to 
General Dempsey. George had many 
interests including Rugger and Amateur 
Dramatics and at one time was a steward 
at Fairfield Halls for Concerts. 

He served the Movement 
faithfully as a Central Councillor for 
several years, as a member of the District 


Team and it seemed a ‘permanent 
jobmaster’ of his Branch, always giving 
inspired leadership. For many years now 
his main interest has been with Lambeth 
Old Peoples’ Welfare. He was the Founder 
of Lambeth Forum (Senior Citizens 
Club) and its Leader. He also worked for 
Age Concern. George will be gratefully 
remembered and greatly missed. 


Wally McHugh, much loved -Pilot of 
Hartley Wintney Men’s Branch died in 
January, aged 75. He had been in Toc H 
nearly SO years, and was greatly respected 
in the village where he had lived for over 
half a century. Branch Chairman for 
many years, his quiet and sincere manner 
will be sadly missed. 


We have just heard from Green Street 
Green (Kent) Branch of the recent death 
of Arthur Checksfield, one of their long 
standing members. Arthur had been an 
active member of St John’s Ambulance 
Brigade and an expert first aid lecturer. 
But he was also a first class entertainer 
with a great sense of fun who, despite 
his own poor health, kept his fellow 
hospital patients laughing with him. 


Pickering (N Yorks) report that their 
friend Mrs Ralph died in February. She 
was a Methodist lay preacher and had 
been a faithful Toc H Builder for many 
years. 


We give a joyful salute as well as an 
expression of sorrow at the passing of 
Revd Harold Beck, a former Toc H Padre, 
of note in Gloucester circles, who died on 
2 February — Candlemass Day. 

His eventful life is described in his 
autobiography ‘Parishes, Places and 
People’. * 

He served in both world wars as 
well as in the Missions to Seamen and in 
a number of Gloucestershire parishes, and 
was a first rate straightforward preacher. 
He was acquainted with Tubby, and, like 
him, had a remarkable gift for making 
and keeping friends. He leaves us with far 
more than he takes in his passing, for all 
who knew him were enriched and 
encouraged by his personality. Our 
sympathy goes to Edna his wife and to 
his family. 

HP 


*This book may be obtained by writing 
to: Revd Canon H C M Potts, 5 Hilton 
Close, Hempsted, Gloucester GL2 6LO. 


We give thanks for their lives 
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Although there is no longer a Branch jn 
Llangollen, the spirit of the Movement jg 
very much in evidence through the active 
role which former Branch members 


are playing. 


The ideals which led to the first 
International Eisteddfod in 1947 came 
from a desire to bridge the gulf and 
mitigate the bitterness created by five 
years of war. In succeeding years it has 
come to fulfil at least two of the Rom 
Compass Points of Toc H — loving widely 
and building bravely. 


Some names are worth special mention. 
Almost since the inception of the 
Eisteddfod, Bert Reeves has been closely 
associated with its organisation, having 
served in several honorary capacities, 
including secretary. He is now liaison 
officer responsible for surmounting the 
hurdles which inevitably arise when 
people from so many different nations 
meet together. 


Another enthusiastic Eisteddfod worker 
is Tom Owen, who also came to it 
through Toc H. He has the job of looking 
after the Press — a task which needs tact, 
diplomacy and understanding! 


I have been involved for almost 20 years 
— in fact, ever since I persuaded the 
Eisteddfod Council to invite the Vienna 
Boys Choir. I am now serving on the 
Publicity Committee. 


TocH and 


There are other Toc H and ex-Toc H 
A servin on Eisteddfod 
mittees, and it might be fair to claim 


that the Toc H 
are finding even message and way of life 


the Eisteddfod th 
confined to a small 


Llangollen js a sm 
more than 3,000. But o 


For your 
diary 


Festival of Music 


(25th Year) 
(Toc H Manchester Area) 


Massed Bands — Fairey’s and Fodens 
under the direction of 
Harry Mortimer OBE 
and 
The Cestrian Male Voice Choir 
of Chester 
Sunday, 9 October 1982 
at 7 pm 
Free Trade Hall, Manchester 


All enquiries please to: 
Cyril H Carrier, 367 Hungerford Road, 
Crewe, Cheshire CWI IEZ 


bistod 


by Wyn Roberts 


political persuasion, can meet freely. In 
friendly rivalry, they display to each 
other aspects of their national culture 
which give each nation its own special 
individuality. That has been the aim of 
the Eisteddfod committee, and they have 
succeeded magnificently. 


This year's festival will be held from 6-11 
July and they’d love to see you. Just ask 
for me, Wyn Roberts, in the Publicity 
Tent, for a real Toc H welcome! 


Cotswold 
Quiet Day 


Sunday 11 July 1982 


Once again there will be a Quiet Day 
for members and friends, which will be 
held at Kemble House, Kemble, Glos 
from midday to about 5 pm on 
Sunday 11 July. Cost £1 per head. Tea 
and coffee provided, but participants 
should bring their own food. The day 
will be led by the Revd Canon Hugh 
Potts, Honorary Regional Padre. 
Anyone is welcome, whatever their 
contact with Toc H, and wherever 
they come from. 


Names, please, to John Mitchell, 
Kyrle House, Edde Cross Street, 
Ross-on-Wye HR9 7BZ. A map to 
show the way to Kemble is available 
on request. 
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£5,000 given 
in warden Manor Awards 


Fourteen Toc H activities have received grants totalling £5,000 under the Warden 
Manor Award Scheme. Grants range from £1,000 to £100 and the panel of assessors 
(Betty Cornick, Don Cullen and Rose Radford) say that they were impressed by the 
varied and imaginative applications that were submitted. Some of the unsuccessful 
applications were felt by the panel to be outside the terms of reference of this 
particular scheme, however valuable they might be in themselves. In particular, the 
panel felt that activities which are part of the normal programme of summer 
projects should be financed in other ways. 


The largest grant (£1,000) goes to the newly formed Swan Group in Maidstone to 
help them to establish, in co-operation with the Carr-Gomm Society, a home for a 
small group of people with special housing needs. Greathouse Cheshire Home 
Branch receives £750 towards the construction of a Chapel/Quiet Room at the 
Home. Teesside District has got £500 to help with the development of the building 
used by the former Saltburn Branch as a Toc H Community Centre and Uxbridge 
Branch receive £100 towards the conversion of their premises for use by disabled 
people. £200 each goes to Calstock Branch (for the conversion of a derelict church 
hall into a village community centre); Gloucester Projects Group (for work on the 
Sue Ryder House at Leckhampton Court); and the young groups in the Southern 
Region (towards work at the Pinder Centre near Winchester designed to make this 
stretch of countryside more accessible to disabłed people). 


Moving away from construction projects, the newły formed Toc H Group in the 
West End of Newcastle gets £100 and John Perkins House gets £300 towards the 
Good Neighbour Scheme operated with YOP trainees. Older established Branches 
also benefit. Guisborough Branch receive £200 for the purchase of a wheelchair for 
their newly formed Heart and Stroke Club and Rushden Branch get a similar 
amount towards their recently established Flashing Light Emergency Call Scheme. 
Bramley Branch have been awarded £500 for the purchase of a cine projector so 
that a group of young people attached to the Branch can show films in old people's 
homes and geriatric hospitals. Finally, Harpenden Branch get £350 for work with a 
multi-racial group of deaf and dumb children and Fałmouth Branch £500 for a 
young people’s club. 


Note: Just before going to press we have learned that two recipients of awards have 
returned their cheques. The Southern Region project at the Pinder Centre has been 
postponed. Harpenden Branch report that their local fund raising has been so 
successful that their project will now be completely self financed. — Editor 


aaa 


EEREEEEEEE 
EEEJEJEEJEJEEJ 


ASARSSEEEEEFEFEFE) 


回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 回 四 回 回 


EEPEEEFEEEAE EE] 


に に に に に に に に に に に に に に に EEEEEEEEFEEEEEEEEEEE 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 


Jacobs, (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


North Buckinghamshire. For properties in the 
area between £10,000 and £30,000, please 
contact Bonner & Son, Chartered Surveyors, 
12 Market Square, Buckingham. 

Telephone: 028 02 2301. 


Broadgrove Life Light. Flashing light unit for 
the elderly and infirm. Mains operated, safe, 
reliable, easy to install. £23 + p & p. Send for 
details: 6 Carleton Close, Esher, Surrey KT10 
8EE. 


visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 


and of the coast. Comfort- 

able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Balicstraat 1, 
Bruges, 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 


Christian Singles Holidays; Weekend House 
parties; Tours (Devon, Scotland, USA, 
Switzerland, Holy Land). Friendship contacts. 
Group activities. Outings. Nationwide-Christian 
Friendship Fellowship, Edenthorpe, Donczster. 


Toc H Wood/Asbestos Holiday Chalet at 
Bolingey, Perranporth. Very quiet, sleeps up to 
six. £30 per week. Details from: F E Whybra, 
Heartis, Copper Hill, Troon, Camborne, 
Cornwall TR14 9JW. 


Border District Toc H. To let — Six berth 
caravan ‘Elmbank Caravan Site’, Spittal, 
Berwick-on-Tweed. Vacancies in July and 
August 1982. Further particulars from D B 
Marquis, 9A Market Square, Duns, Berwickshire 
Telephone: Duns 2778. 


Visiting London? Economical, convenient for 
centre. Single, double, multi-bedded rooms, 
lounge, restaurant, coffee car, TV, Chapel. Bed, 
breakfast, optional dinner. Group package 
tours, group conferences. Rates from £5.40. 
King George's House, YMCA, Stockwell, 
London SW9 9ES. 01 274 7861. 


Bakewell, Derbyshire. Bed & Breakfast in 
Christian home, central heating throughout. 
Evening meal optional. Parking space. Terms on 
request. Mrs M Newton, Grey Gables, Greaves 
Lane, Ashford, Nr Bakewell, Derbyshire. 
Tel: 062 981 2798. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fabs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 
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